
COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2020 
 

Present: Councillor Charles Maudling (Chair), Mayor Mike Starkie,  
Councillors  David Banks, Jackie Bowman, Hugh Branney, Graham Calvin, 
James Date, Gemma Dinsdale, Gwynneth Everett, Allan Forster, 
Jeanette Forster, Fred Gleaves, Jeffrey Hailes, Mike Hawkins, Tom Higgins, 
Linda Jones-Bulman, Joan Hully, John Kane, Ged McGrath, Michael McVeigh, 
Sam Meteer, Graham Minshaw, David Moore, Steven Morgan, Brian O'Kane, 
Sam Pollen, Andy Pratt, Russell Studholme, Peter Tyson, Doug Wilson and 
Felicity Wilson 
 
Officers: Pat Graham (Chief Executive), Sarah Pemberton (Director of Corporate 
Services and Commercial Strategy (Monitoring Officer)), Steven Brown (Director 
of Financial Resources), Clinton Boyce (Solicitor), Stephanie Shaw (Electoral and 
Democratic Services Manager),  
Clive Willoughby (Democratic Services Officer) and Rose Blaney (Electoral and 
Democratic Services Officer) 
 
 

C 20/50 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Carl Walmsley. 
 

C 20/51 Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 8 September 2020, the re-
convened Extraordinary meeting held on 22 September and the ordinary 
meeting held on 22 September 2020.  
 
Following a 30 second pause to allow for any Member to indicate otherwise, it 
was 
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the Extra-Ordinary meeting held on  
8 September 2020, the re-convened Extra-Ordinary meeting held on  
22 September 2020 and the Ordinary meeting held on 22 September 2020 be 
signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 

C 20/52 Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items  
 
Councillor Joan Hully declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Agenda due to 
being in receipt of single person housing benefits, Chair of Cleator Moor Town 
Council, a Director of Regen North East Copeland and a tenant of Impact 
Housing. 



 
Councillor Jackie Bowman declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Agenda due 
to being in receipt of single person housing benefits, 
 
Councillor Linda Jones-Bulman declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Agenda 
due to being a Cleator Moor Town Councillor. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Agenda due to 
being a Director of Regen North East Copeland. 
 

C 20/53 Chair's Announcements  
 
The Chair wished Councillor John Kane a speedy recovery following his recent 
operation.  
He also thanked the Officers and Councillors of Copeland for their continued 
work undertaken during the Covid-19 period and in particular Janet Sinnott and 
the Benefits team for their speedy handling of business grants. 
 

C 20/54 Petitions  
 
It was noted that no petitions had been received from members of the public. 
 

C 20/55 Questions from Members of the Public  
 
There were four questions received from members of the public, which were 
read out by the Monitoring Officer. 
 
Question 1 from Mr Chris Whiteside to Councillor McVeigh 
 
“In October the Rt. Hon. Sir Keir Starmer QC, MP, said of the Equalities and 
Human Rights report into Anti-Semitism in the Labour party, 
 

“If – after all the pain, all the grief, and all the evidence in this report – 
there are still those who think there’s no problem with antisemitism in the 
Labour party, that it’s all exaggerated, or a factional attack, then, frankly, 
you are part of the problem too, and you should be nowhere near the 
Labour party either.” 

 
In the light of recent events in Copeland, is Councillor McVeigh in a position to 
confirm that this statement by the Leader of the Labour party, and the action 
taken by the present party leadership to address Anti-Semitism, enjoys the full 
and unequivocal support of the Labour Group on Copeland Borough Council?” 
 



In response Councillor Michael McVeigh stated  
“Of course I support the leader of the Labour Party and agreed with his 
comments.” 
 
 
Question 2 from Mr Kevin Porter to Councillor McVeigh 
 
“There is no place in this society for this atrocious behaviour. 
 
Does the Labour leader agree that should the councillors  alleged to have made 
anti sematic comments fail to resign they should be taken through the council’s 
code of conduct procedure or is he happy that the alleged anti Sematic 
comments are just brushed under the carpet following his parties failure to 
investigate and conclude that investigation in a timely manner.”  
 
In response Councillor Michael McVeigh stated  
“Of course any Code of Conduct question or concern from anyone has to be 
dealt with accordingly and I’m sure our Monitoring Officer will take on board the 
concerns any member of the public has if it is directed for her to give us the 
Code of Conduct procedure in relation to the question.” 
 
Supplementary question to Councillor McVeigh 
 
“As the councillors who have made the alleged remarks have resigned from the 
Labour Party and therefore, I assume the council; if they are found guilty of 
making those alleged remarks following investigation, if not by the Labour Party, 
but by the Council members, will the Council be allowing these individuals to 
stand for re - election onto the Council with the Council knowing that they will 
be allowing ant - sematic and racist individuals representing the Council?” 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh responded 
“Again, anything that would go to the Monitoring Officer for input from the 
Council, that we would obviously deal with it as it was put forward, but it would 
be unfair to have a decision before anything has gone in front of the Monitoring 
Officer, so therefore I will await the invitation from the Monitoring Officer on 
the next step.”  
 
 
Question 3 from Mr Paul Turner to Councillor Higgins 
 
“Do you feel using abhorrent words like cripples to describe the disabled is 
acceptable or that it is right to call our allies in USA conspirators is the type of 
behaviour that he feels is acceptable” 



 
In response Councillor Tom Higgins stated 
 
“It may well be that I was trying to get a point across in answering the question 
to someone, but basically the people who have worked together to come up 
with the situation that now exists whereby one section of the world’s 
population has had its human rights taken completely away and I was just 
merely pointing out that certain Governments work hand in hand for those 
situations to arise. That doesn’t attack anyone as a human being, it just stands 
up for the rights of other human beings. Anyone that knows me, knows I am not 
in any way a racist. I stand against racism in all its forms, I always will. Now to be 
actually accused of such a horrible and disgusting mindset is just to me an 
anathema. I am not in any way a racist. I never have been and never will be. 
The other thing, I find it very strange that if I was to make a criticism that I 
made, against the state of the UK, the UK Government, if its soldiers were 
involved in murder and I criticised that, I would be exercising my free speech, 
which the last time I looked, we still had in this democracy. And if I was to 
criticise the Government of France or Germany or Russia for committing 
atrocities against other people I would not be attacked as being a hater of the 
British people, the Ukrainian people, the Russian people. If I passed comment on 
the fact that Ukrainians shot down an airliner, I wouldn’t be accused of hating all 
Ukrainian people for the act of a few of their Government soldiers. So I just find 
it odd that this is being used in a political format as an attack on people who 
oppose the Conservative Government. It just seems to have run riot recently. 
And to be quite honest with you, I don’t think there is much else I want to say on 
the matter, because I am in no way, in any shape or form a racist, and I never 
will be such. Thank you.”      
 
Supplementary Question to Councillor Higgins 
 
“Would Councillor Higgins agree to part take in Diversity training together with 
all Councillors in relation to Race, religion and disability.” 
 
In response Councillor Tom Higgins stated 
“Of course I would, we’ve all got a lot to learn. Some people present at this 
meeting today have got a damn site more to learn than I have and I would love 
for them all to attend it, me included, because I don’t know a fraction of what 
we all really should know on these issues. Thank you.” 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 4 from Mr Arthur Richards to Councillor Calvin 
 
“As a Labour councillor who was happy to see his party bank rolled by trade 
unions, and the influence that appears to have afforded,  then to make a 
statement that “the party does not want Jewish money”, which for an individual 
who made such a song and dance about being a man of the people would 
appear to be not only openly Anti-Semitic but also highly hypocritical. Can I ask 
how can you credibly not resign from council being accused of Anti-Semitism, 
then stating you hate Kier Starmer and his Red Tories more than you hate the 
Conservatives?” 
 
In response Councillor Graham Calvin stated  
 
“In regards to the comments in the quotation marks, falsely attributed to me, 
included in this question, I am shocked that a total mis-quote that I’ve never 
said has been included and verified in the agenda without evidence. 
For the record, the only complaint received about me by the Labour Party 
relating to these issues involves a single distorted and manipulated screenshot 
taken by the one and only Bill Kirkbride. In the screenshot, I am discussing how 
the Labour Party should be funded by small donations from ordinary people, not 
millionaires and billionaires. Mr Kirkbride took these comments out of context, 
screen shot them and distorted them to try and smear me as a racist. This is 
ironic considering I was involved in removing Mr Kirkbride from the Labour Party 
for a long history of racist, homophobic, transphobic and misogynist comments. 
Yet even in that distorted and manipulated screenshot from Mr Kirkbride, I did 
not say those words that have been put in the question to me today. 
We all have a duty not to make libellous comments about each other. I will be 
consulting lagal advice for my response to false quotes being made about me in 
a public arena.    
As for the donations from the trade union movement, I fully support them. The 
Trade Unions are democratic movements of working people which have given us 
Safety at Work, Weekends Off, Working Hours, Sick Pay, the list is endless and 
that’s why I promote them for working people. If we didn’t have trade unions 
many of us might not be here today hearing this conversation and might have 
died in workplace accidents. 
Let me make this very clear here today, I have had previous complaints put in 
about me by Mr Kirkbride and they have all been dismissed as vexatious. 
I left the Labour Party because I could no longer in good conscience represent a 
party where the leadership is so fundamentally hostile to socialist values, the 
values I hold close and dear to me.  
I’d just like to add that the comments about Mr Kier Starmer and the 
Conservative Party were taken from a private conversation on-line and not a 



public statement. The investigation is going on to see how the said person got 
hold of these, Mr Kirkbride again, and put them on-line. So that’s still ongoing. 
 
This is very important to me. I was shocked to know that one of the Councillors 
here today, Councillor Doug Wilson, has been working with the controversial 
character on-line, against me and local members and I was even more shocked 
to see that Mr Doug Wilson in the course of this conversation appeared to make 
light of the Holocaust by quipping that a list of members he was seeking to 
obtain from Mr Kirkbride was ‘Schindler’s List’. Schindler’s List relates to a list of 
Jewish people an industrialist, Oscar Schindler, helped keep safe from Nazi 
persecution and murder during the Holocaust. 
Such language by a sitting Councillor is grossly offensive and I would ask 
Councillor David Moore, here today, what his opinion is of the matter. Does he 
condemn these comments. 
I have also got the full conversation if anybody would like it read out. 
That’s all I’d like to say so far, Thankyou.   
 

C 20/56 Questions by Members  
 
a) Written Questions  
 
There were no written questions from Members.  
 
The Chair reminded Council that written questions should be submitted to the 
Monitoring Officer at least three clear working days in advance, as per the 
Constitution. 
 
b) Oral Questions  
 
Question from Councillor Jackie Bowman 
At what point during a Council meeting are Points of Order answered? 
 
The Solicitor replied that Points of Order can be raised at any time during a 
meeting. 
 
In a supplementary question, Councillor Jackie Bowman referred to page 5 of 
the agenda where points of order were raised, but not dealt with. 
 
The Solicitor replied that Points of Order should normally be dealt with at the 
time, but the meeting being referred to ended abruptly. 
Councillor Bowman stated that the minutes of that meeting were correct, but 
the points of order had not been dealt with at the time and should have been. 
 



The Solicitor agreed. 
 
Question from Councillor Mike Hawkins 
As a committed Brexiteer, does the Mayor see any adverse effects on the 
Borough of Copeland if we have a no deal Brexit? 
 
In response, the Mayor stated that negotiations were ongoing, so there was no 
conclusion on if there was going to be a no deal Brexit. In his view, the Mayor 
believed Brexit was for the long term good of the country and by extension, of 
this Borough. 
 
In a supplementary question, Councillor Mike Hawkins asked the Mayor to 
answer the original question. 
 
The Mayor replied stating that lots of preparations had been made in case of a 
no deal. There would clearly be some disturbance and unsettlement during the 
early weeks, but long term sees Brexit as totally beneficial to the UK and 
Copeland. 
 
Question from Councillor Linda Jones-Bulman 
Given that Trudy Harrison MP said there was no magic money tree, how 
disappointed is the Mayor in that Sizewell is gaining and not Copeland? 
 
The Mayor replied stating that Sizewell was always in front of Copeland. 
The Energy White Paper published yesterday was fantastic for the nuclear 
industry and by extension, Copeland. Nuclear was clearly back on the agenda 
and he saw it as very encouraging. 
 

C 20/57 Mayor's Executive Report  
 
In asking the Mayor, Mike Starkie to introduce his Executive Report, Members 
were advised that questions would be taken at the end of each portfolio report.   
 
Mayor, Mike Starkie introduced his report and began by sending his best wishes 
to Councillor John Kane for a speedy recovery. 
The Mayor then thanked the Environmental Health teams, Councillors and 
others for their response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The Benefits Team were also thanked for managing approximately £18m of 
Government grants for small businesses. 
The Mayor recognised the achievements of Zac Rudd, Kevin Murray and Rees 
Cricket who had gained horticultural NVQs and had also been featured in the 
Horticultural Week magazine. 
  



The Executive Report was then moved by the Mayor. 
 
Questions were then invited on the Mayor’s portfolio 
 
Question from Councillor Sam Pollen:  
Councillor Pollen welcomed the investments into Whitehaven, Cleator Moor and 
Millom, then asked about the lack of investment for Egremont, which needed to 
be addressed. It was stated that the Mayor and Chief Executive would be 
attending the next Overview and Scrutiny Committee to discuss this matter. 
 
In response, the Mayor repeated a previous statement that Egremont was set to 
benefit from the Borderlands Fund and other, commercially sensitive,  
discussions regarding Egremont were ongoing. 
 
In a supplementary question, Councillor Pollen welcomed the comments, but 
believed the Borderland Fund was some way off. He stated he would like to 
work in partnership with the Mayor to progress this issue early in the new year. 
 
The Mayor replied that he would be happy to discuss further with Councillor 
Pollen. 
 
Question Councillor Mike Hawkins:  
Regarding town centre regeneration, Councillor Hawkins agreed that this was 
something all Councillors could agree and work together on and asked when we 
would receive news on whether the bid had been successful. 
 
The Mayor replied that the Town Fund bids would not be submitted until the 
end of January 2021 and then we wait for a Government decision. 
 
Question Councillor Ged McGrath  
Councillor McGrath referred to the Shop Local campaign and questioned the 
statement on page 37 of the agenda that there was no available retail or 
industrial space in Millom, he believed there was. Councillor McGrath asked that 
colleagues on the Town Fund bid group take this on board. 
 
The Mayor agreed that the Shop Local campaign had been a success and 
Councillor McGrath’s comments would be taken on board. 
 
The Chair also agreed that the campaign had been very worthwhile. 
 
 
 
 



Questions were then invited on Councillor Moore’s portfolio 
 
Question Councillor Hugh Branney:  
With regard to Page 39 of the agenda and the GDF section, it states ‘that those 
areas of the Borough currently within the boundary of the Lake District National 
Park are excluded from any consideration from the outset‘. Councillor Branney 
asked for clarification of the word ‘currently’. 
 
Councillor Moore replied that the search area would not include any area within 
the National Park either above or below ground. The word ‘currently was used 
as an area to the south of the borough may at some point in the future become 
part of the National Park. 
 
In a supplementary question, Councillor Branney asked for clarification of 
‘Inshore Areas’, the mining areas (offshore and onshore) and if a map could be 
supplied to show these. 
 
Councillor Moore agreed to provide a map showing the whole of Copeland, the 
National Park area and extending to 22km offshore. A map showing the mining 
areas was not available at present, but would be circulated when it was. 
 
Question Councillor Sam Pollen:  
Councillor Pollen praised the work and professionalism of the Nuclear Team. 
He then asked if the Strategic Nuclear and Energy Board would have the 
opportunity to drill down into the detail of the Nuclear White Paper published 
yesterday. 
 
Councillor Moore confirmed that would be the case. 
 
In a supplementary question, Councillor Pollen referred to the recent report 
from the Government’s Public Accounts Committee which raised concerns that 
the NDA was failing in their socio-economic commitments to local communities 
and asked that Copeland must ensure that it receives what it deserves. 
 
Councillor Moore agreed and advised that SNEB had agreed to invite Hazel 
Blears to a future meeting to take this forward. 
 
Question Councillor Sam Meteer: 
Councillor Meteer asked who decided on the members of the GDF Working 
Group and how the Independent Chair was selected. 
 
Councillor Moore advised that the Working Group consisted of the Interested 
Parties, Copeland Borough Council and a Copeland Association of Local Council’s 



representative. It was noted that Cumbria County Council had also been invited 
but, to date, had not accepted. The Independent Chair was a requirement of 
Copeland and the selection interviews were held with RWM, an Independent 
Person and Steve Smith (representing the Council). 
Councillor Moore also confirmed he was a member of the group as Nuclear 
Portfolio Holder and attended with officer support. 
 
Question Councillor Jackie Bowman: 
Regarding vacancy management, Councillor Bowman asked what the current 
vacancy rate was. 
 
Councillor Moore agreed to provide a written answer. 
 
Questions were then invited on Councillor Morgan’s portfolio 
 
Question Councillor Mike Hawkins:  
Councillor Hawkins asked for reassurance that if a Parish Council did not take 
over responsibility for particular footway lighting, they would not be 
abandoned.  
 
Councillor Morgan replied that about a year ago, Parish Councils were asked to 
identify lights that were the responsibility of Copeland and asked which lights 
the parishes wanted to retain. This work is still being looked at. 
 
In a supplementary question, Councillor Hawkins asked for an update on Care 
Homes in Copeland. 
 
Councillor Morgan agreed to look into this issue with Councillor Hawkins outside 
of this meeting. 
 
Question Councillor Brian O’Kane:  
Councillor O’Kane asked Councillor Morgan to consider a catch-up brown bin 
collection, perhaps at the end of January. He also asked if the Wednesday 
morning training session could be looked at as residents were unable to contact 
the Council’s switchboard until 10am. 
 
Councillor Morgan agreed to look into both issues. 
 
Question Councillor Sam Meteer:  
Councillor Meteer referred to footway lighting and asked when light were 
selected to be discontinued, were the Police consulted regarding the prevention 
of crime and disorder. 
 



At this point, the Mayor stated that the decision regarding lighting had been 
taken in 2013, but hadn’t been implemented. 
 
Councillor Morgan confirmed that no lights had been turned off and he would 
consider consulting with the Police before any were. 
 
Question Councillor Jeffrey Hailes:  
Councillor Hailes asked if the Beacon Café was ready to let and also asked for 
Councillor Morgan’s view on the Portal, which he felt was underused. 
 
Councillor Morgan advised that some basic refurbishment had been carried out 
and he was hopeful that it would be let by Easter 2021. With regard the Portal, 
Councillor Morgan agreed it was a fantastic facility which needed to be 
marketed more. 
 
Question Councillor Gemma Dinsdale:  
Councillor Dinsdale referred back to the street lighting issue and asked what 
happens if a Town/Parish Council did not take on the lighting. 
 
In reply, Councillor Morgan stated that the majority would be transferred to the 
County Council. If particular lights were required for safety reasons, etc, 
Copeland would keep. Councillor Morgan also offered to discuss Councillor 
Dinsdale’s particular ward issues outside of this meeting. 
 
Question Councillor Jackie Bowman:  
Councillor Bowman asked if we had a duty of care to provide street lighting for 
our constituencies. 
 
Councillor Morgan replied that we had a duty to protect people, not to provide 
lighting. He added that highway lighting was the responsibility of the County 
Council. Councillor Morgan undertook to provide all Councillors with a list of 
lights that could potentially be turned off in their wards. 
 
Councillor Pollen stated that lighting was a current issue and asked that if all 
Councillors and Parish Councils could work together, they could come up with a 
solution.  
 
Councillor Felicity Wilson suggested that an Overview and Scrutiny Task and 
Finish Group would be the ideal vehicle to look at this issue. 
 
 
 
 



Questions were then invited on Councillor Pratt’s portfolio 
 
Question Councillor Sam Pollen:  
Councillor Pollen commented on the 500% increase in demand from the 
Homelessness team and commended the team on their hard work. He asked 
what Councillor Pratt was proposing to do in the new year to offer support, 
publicise the work of the team and ensure there were no homeless people 
sleeping on the streets of Copeland. 
 
Councillor Pratt replied that he would continue working with Councillor Pollen 
and the Homelessness Team. In the new year it was hoped to open new facilities 
for both long and short term homeless people with different disabilities and 
problems. He added that the Homelessness Team would be available 24/7 over 
the Christmas period. 
 
The Mayor added that as Chair of the Joint Districts, he had written a letter to 
Cumbria County Council regarding money that had had been removed by them 
from Homelessness. 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh thanked Chris Hoban and his team for the work 
they had done on the 5 year Land Supply of Housing Sites. 
 
Councillor Mike Hawkins thanked Leanne Parr of the Strategic Housing Team for 
her help with a recent query and for dealing with the residents concerned. 
 
Following a 30 second pause to allow for any Member to indicate otherwise, it 
was 
 
RESOLVED: That the Mayor’s Executive report be noted.   
 

C 20/58 Notice of Motion 1 from Councillor Michael McVeigh  
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh presented his motion which read: 
 
The current constitution of the council states at section 5.2.1 and 5.2.2 that. 
 
"The role of the chair will be rotated between all political groups included 
independents on an annual basis for the first three years of any mayoral 
administration, with the chair for the fourth and final year being selected from 
the majority political party". 
 
and. "Deputy chair becomes chair of the council the municipal year following 
appointment". 



 
I propose that these two paragraphs are deleted and replaced with the 
Following. 
 
"The chair and deputy chair of the council shall be elected annually at the 
council's annual general meeting by the council from amongst the councillors.” 
 
The motion was seconded by Councillor Graham Minshaw. 
 
Councillor David Moore spoke against the motion, stating that in 2003-4 it was 
agreed by the Labour and Conservative Group Leaders that the position of 
Mayor would be non-political and provide an opportunity for Councillors of both 
parties to hold that position. When the Mayor role became Chair, the 
constitution was changed to allow Councillors of all parties, including 
Independents, to become Chair of Council. This is a retrograde step, politicises 
the role and returns us to the 1990’s. 
 
Councillor Steven Morgan commented that the current constitution was fair and 
allowed for Councillors of all sides to Chair Council. He believed the constitution 
should remain unchanged, but that all parties be represented on the Executive. 
He called for all parties to work together for the benefit of Copeland and could 
therefore not support the motion. 
 
Councillor Doug Wilson asked Councillor McVeigh for the reason behind the 
suggested amendment to the constitution. 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh replied that since the Mayoral model and 
administration changed in July 2020, we are fractured and divided. He would not 
be changing the motion. 
 
Councillor Brian O’Kane commented that he did not understand the reason for 
changing the constitution in the middle of the year. This appeared to be a 
‘power grab’ by the Labour Group. 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh added that we had a good working Council, but this 
changed in July. The motion has been put forward in line with the relevant 
procedures as advised by Democratic Services. 
 
Councillor Sam Meteer stated that he was part of the original decision to rotate 
the role of Mayor between the main parties in the 1990’s. He could now see the 
problems between parties and the Elected Mayor, but would like to see fairness 
and for the motion to read two years for the major party and one year for the 
lesser party. 



 
Councillor Felicity Wilson commented that the 21st May 2020 was a great day for 
her when elected unanimously by fellow Councillors to be the Deputy Chair, and 
assumed she would be Chair in 2021. Councillor Wilson asked why it was being 
changed now and if the motion could be altered so that the decision of Council 
on 21st May 2020 stands and that any change take place from 2022. 
 
Councillor Andy Pratt stated that the role of Chair of Council was a non-political 
role and had nothing to do with the make-up of the Executive. 
 
Councillor Mike Hawkins supported the motion and stated that the election of a 
Chair at the Annual Meeting would be a democratic vote by the Councillors 
present. 
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 17 For, 13 Against and 1 Abstention, it was therefore:- 
 
RESOLVED: that the motion be AGREED. 
 

C 20/59 Notice of Motion 2 from Councillor Michael McVeigh  
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh presented his motion which read: 
 
"Committee membership and chairs for the municipal year 2020-2021 were 
agreed at the councils annual meeting on 21 May 2020.  
 
I propose that, with immediate effect, the current chair of licensing committee 
be replaced by Linda Jones -Bullman for the remainder of the municipal year" 
 
The motion was seconded by Councillor Joan Hully. 
 
Councillor David Moore commented that he was disappointed that this change 
was being put forward mid-term. The current Chair of Licensing had a 100% 
attendance record, where the proposed Chair did not.  
Councillor Moore was also unsure why the current Deputy Chair, a Labour 
Councillor, was being side-stepped. 
 
Councillor Moore then put forward an amendment to the motion that:  
“I propose that, with immediate effect, the current chair of licensing committee 
be replaced by Councillor Sam Meteer, an Independent, for the remainder of the 
municipal year" 
 



The amendment was seconded by Councillor Andy Pratt. 
 
Councillor Sam Meteer then confirmed that he did not wish to be considered for 
the role. The amendment did not continue. 
 
Councillor Brian O’Kane, as a member of the Licensing Committee, stated that 
the committee was working very well and did not need a change of Chair. It just 
cast aspersions on the Chair in the eyes of the public. He asked Councillor 
McVeigh to withdraw the motion. 
 
Councillor Sam Meteer stated he could support the motion if it was made at the 
start of the municipal year, but to do so now is childish and he would not be 
supporting it. 
 
Councillor Gemma Dinsdale commented that it was not a party political game, 
that she was elected to represent the residents that voted for her and so would 
be voting in favour of the motion. 
 
In response to Councillor Dinsdale, Councillor Pratt added that once elected, he 
represented all residents, no matter how they voted. 
 
Councillor Gemma Dinsdale made it clear that she also represented all residents, 
but that Labour had a majority on the Council. 
 
In summing up, Councillor Michael McVeigh advised that he was putting this 
motion forward in advance of the municipal year and stood by it. 
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 17 For, 14 Against and 0 Abstention, it was therefore:- 
 
RESOLVED: that the motion be AGREED. 
 

C 20/60 Whitehaven Harbour - Flood Defence Capital Replacement Works - 
Request to act as Accountable Body  
 
Consideration was given to a report seeking approval to the Council acting as an 
accountable body for the Whitehaven Harbour Commissioners for the receipt of 
grant from the Environment Agency to enable the Whitehaven Harbour 
Commissioners to assess and carry out necessary flood defence capital 
replacement works at Whitehaven Harbour. 
 



Mayor Mike Starkie moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor David 
Moore.  
 
Councillor Dave Banks asked if the Whitehaven Harbour Commission, as part of 
their regular Inspections and Maintenance, had made proper provision for 
deteriorating infrastructure discovered and how much had they set aside for this 
work? If not, will they be making provision in the future? 
 
The Mayor undertook to provide a written answer. 
 
Councillor Brian O’Kane asked if the Council should have a representative on the 
Harbour Commission. 
 
The Mayor responded stating that a Working Group consisting of Copeland 
Borough Council, Cumbria County Council, Whitehaven Town Council and  
Whitehaven Harbour Commission, with BEC also invited had been set up 
recently to ensure a collective approach to a number of issues they all were 
stakeholders in.  
 
Councillor Andy Pratt provided clarity on the Council’s responsibility which was 
to monitor the shoreline, then work closely with partner agencies. 
 
Councillor Joan Hully referred to paragraph 6.2 of the agenda report and asked if 
the grant conditions were not complied with, what the financial loss to the 
Council might be. 
 
In response, the Director of Financial Resources reassured Council that the 
Accountable Body Agreement would not be signed until he was satisfied that 
the Grant Conditions were reasonable and working arrangements with the 
Harbour Commission were established. 
 
Councillor Jackie Bowman asked for clarification of the Council’s liability, which 
was provided by the Director of Financial Resources as the value of the grant. 
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 29 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention, it was therefore:- 
 
RESOLVED: that  

(a) subject to (c), that the Council acts as accountable                                                  

body, on behalf of the Whitehaven Harbour Commissioners,                                                  

in respect of any grant which may be received from the                                                  

Environment Agency, or other public sector grant funder, to                                                         



carry out necessary flood defence capital replacement works                                                    

at Whitehaven Harbour;  

(b)   the Council’s capital budget and programme be                                                   

adjusted accordingly to allow for recommendation (a); and                                           

(c)  that (i) the grant conditions be acceptable to the Solicitor and 
the Section 151 Officer and (ii) that an agreement, satisfactory to  
the Solicitor and the Section 151 Officer, be entered into between 
the Council and the Commissioners for the project as set out in the  
agenda report to ensure that any grant conditions, imposed as  
part of the grant, are complied with by the Commissioners and to  
ensure that any other risks arising are satisfactorily mitigated. 

 
C 20/61 Review of Statement of Licensing Policy 2021 - 2026  

 
Council considered the Review of Statement of Licensing Policy 2021-2026. 
 
Members were advised that, as licensing authority, it had a duty under section 5 
of the Licensing Act 2003 to determine and publish a policy in respect of the 
exercise of its licensing functions. The policy must be reviewed at least every 
five years.  
 
Councillor Andy Pratt moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor Brian 
O’Kane. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney asked if there were any changes since the last Policy. 
Councillor Pratt advised there were only minor changes, mainly to dates and 
names and three responses to the consultation were received, but there were 
no objections. 
 
Councillor Joan Hully declared a personal interest at this point, due to being 
classed as disabled.  
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 29 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention, it was therefore:- 
 
RESOLVED – That the Statement of Licensing Policy 2021-2026, as set out in the 
Appendix to the agenda report, and prepared under Section 5 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, be approved.  
 
 
 



C 20/62 Corporate Strategy 2020-2024  
 
Consideration was given to the Corporate Strategy 2020-2024, which forms part 
of the Budget and Policy Framework within an Elected Mayor authority. 
 
Mayor Mike Starkie moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor David 
Moore. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney asked if a closer look could be taken to ensure that 
those residents without access to the internet were taken into account. 
The Mayor assured Councillor Branney that all means of communications would 
be looked at. 
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 27 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention, it was therefore:- 
 
RESOLVED – That  

a) The Corporate Strategy 2020-2024 be approved, and 
b) In acknowledging that the Covid-19 pandemic is not yet over, any final 

and minor amendments to the Corporate Strategy be delegated to the 
Chief Executive in consultation with the Chair of Council.  

 
C 20/63 Copeland Vision 2040  

 
Consideration was given to the Copeland Vision 2040, which along with the 
Local Plan, Cumbria Nuclear Prospectus, Corporate Strategy, emerging Climate 
Policy and other strategic documents, forms part of the framework for the 
development of the Council’s supporting strategies and plans.  
 
Mayor Mike Starkie moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor Andy 
Pratt. 
 
Councillor David Moore commented that this is a most important document 
taking the Council to 2040. It showed that Copeland was not just a nuclear area, 
but had a wide range of opportunities. He was pleased that the views of young 
people had been taken into account and complimented the nuclear team in 
preparing the document. 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh endorsed Councillor Moore’s comments. 
Councillor Hully commended the officers, but also asked if the print could be 
made clearer in the document. 
 



Councillor Felicity Wilson stated this document was a scene setterfor Copeland 
and helped with the Town Bids that are currently being worked on. Councillor 
Wilson also commended the nuclear team for their work. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney echoed the comments of the other Councillors and was 
especially pleased to see the engagement with young people. 
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 26 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention, it was therefore:- 
 
RESOLVED – That the Copeland Vision 2040 be noted and endorsed.  
 

C 20/64 Climate Policy and Climate Action Plan  
 
Consideration was given to a report, which introduced the Council’s Climate 
Policy 2020-2023 and supporting Climate Action Plan.  
 
Councillor Andy Pratt moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor 
David Moore. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney stated this was a wonderful report on the world’s 
biggest risk at present. He also expressed disappointment that Copeland had not 
declared a ‘climate emergency’. 
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 26 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstention, it was therefore:- 
 
RESOLVED – That  
a) the Climate Policy be adopted, thereby implementing the Climate  
           Action Plan, and 
b) a cross-party steering Group be established to support the 
           governance arrangements of this programme and report back to 
           Council. 
 
 

C 20/65 Financial Matters Relating to Covid-19 - Distribution of further Central 
Government Grants - Noting of Urgent Action  
 
Council was advised of an urgent action decision taken by the Chief Executive, in 
accordance with Chapter 19 of the Constitution (urgent business), relating to 
financial matters as a result of Covid-19. 



 
Mayor Mike Starkie moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor David 
Moore.  
 
Councillor Mike Hawkins asked if the amounts received from Government of 
£1.4m and £1.3m covered the cost of what Copeland has spent on the cost of 
Covid-19 crisis so far. 
 
The Mayor explained that the two amounts were not for costs incurred by the 
Council, but for payments made under the Local Restrictions Support Grant 
Scheme and the Additional Restrictions Grant Scheme to local businesses and 
administered by the Council. 
 
Following a 30 second pause to allow for any Member to indicate otherwise, it 
was 
 
RESOLVED: that the report and action taken by the Chief Executive be noted. 
 

C 20/66 Date and Time of the Next Meeting  
 
It was noted that the next meeting of Council would be held at 2:00pm on 
Tuesday 9th February 2021.This will be a virtual meeting. 
 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 5.19 pm  
 

 
Chair 


